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I. Letter from Secretary-General 

Esteemed Delegates, 

As the Secretary-General of this conference, I’m so honored to welcome you all to the very 
first session of ANTALYA FEN MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE which will be 
held from June 22 to 24, 2019 at Akdeniz University, Faculty of Literature. 

I’m Meryem Zülal Demirel and I’m a sophomore student at Antalya Science High 
School.Which is also known as Yusuf Ziya Öner Science High School. It’s my utmost 
pleasure to serve you as the Secretary-General of AFMUN19. 

Our prior aim is to discover the hidden diplomat inside of you. We will provide this qualified 
experience with our absolute academic team that formed with the most competent and skilled 
MUNers and one of that skilled and experienced people is the Under Secretary-General of 
this committee who is Uğur Umut Uysal.  

In United Nations High Commision for Refugees committee you will be debating upon one 
of the events that changed millions of people’s life which is the Syrian Civil War. This is one 
of the biggest problems around the world right now. Because right or not many of the 
countries do not want to take refugees inside. We want you to come with the most suitable 
and efficient solutions to decrease this problem as much as possible.  

I would like to wish you luck from now and please do not hesitate to contact me in case you 
face any kind of problem.   

I can’t wait to meet you in person. See you in June 22nd. 

contact me via: meryemzulaldmrl@gmail.com 

Meryem Zülal Demirel 
Secretary-General of AFMUN19 
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II. Letter from Under-Secretary-General 

Esteemed Participants of UNHCR, 

As the Under Secretary General Responsible for UNHCR I would like to firstly express my 

gratitude to the honourable Secretary-General Meryem Zülal Demirel for choosing me to 

serve in such a committee which is going to be a kick-start for the new minds of Model 

United Nations (MUN) in it. 

Second, I would like to mention about myself a bit, I am currently studying at Antalya Bilim 

Doğa Anatolian High School and a prospective junior in the next year’s term. I have been 

attending MUN conferences since 6th grade and hope it won’t end until I complete my 

education. 

Not to keep it much, if you have any questions or misconceptions regarding the agenda item 

or any other topic regarding the committee never hesitate to contact me via 

umutuysal128@gmail.com. 

Stay classy, 

Umut Uğur Uysal 

Under-Secretary-General responsible for UNHCR 
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III. Introduction to Committee 

A. Purpose of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees  

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees was created in 1950, during the period 

of aftermath of Second World War to help millions of Europeans who have been relocated 

or lost their homes in returning to their country of origin or finding a new home. UNHCR 

is a programme governed by the General Assembly and the UN Economic and Social 

Council. The mandate of the office includes protection and support for refugees in 

voluntary repatriation, local integration or resettlement to a third country. UNHCR works 

closely with governments of affected countries and other nongovernmental and 

international organizations in securing the rights of refugees and making sure everyone 

has a right to an asylum. The main legal instrument, which drives the action of UNHCR, 

is the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. However, on the course of 

years the mandate of UNHCR has gradually expanded to include rights of stateless 

persons as well as internally displaced persons (IDPs).  

B. How Does UNHCR Operate and Where Are Its Areas of Work 

The Office not only engages in work directly in the field, but also puts a major focus on 

raising public awareness about the on-going refugee crisis situations. In the present day, 

securing the rights of all displaced, abused, lacking nationality persons poses a serious 

challenge. According to the study conducted by the Agency in 2015 around 58 millions of 

individuals fell under the mandate of UNHCR (UNHCR Refugee Agency, 2015) and the 

numbers are only increasing. The massive population movement, which results from 

Syrian civil war is only a peak of an iceberg. The raising violent movements 
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around the world including but not limited to people affected by conflicts in West African 

region, Latin America and Asia, force millions of people to flee their homes in fear of 

violence, prosecution or abuse. Thus, it is of outmost importance to support the work of 

UNHCR and provide the people seeking a safe and secure environment to live and 

prosper 

IV. Introduction to the Agenda Item 

A. Definition of Refugee 

 The 1951 Geneva Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, signed by 147 countries, 

defines a refugee as a person who flees from their country because they have a “well-founded 

fear of being persecuted” due to their race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular 

social group or political opinion. Refugees are forced to leave their country, because their life 

is in danger, while migrants make a conscious decision for economic or other reasons. 

Refugees have a distinct legal status and need international protection. The Syrian Civil war 

has resulted in the largest refugee crises the world has seen since World War II.Since the 

beginning of the protests stemming from the Arab Spring in March 2011, over three million 

Syrians have fled the country, while another 6.5 million have been internally displaced. 

Although internally displaced persons (IDPs) do not fall under the original mandate of the 

United Nations Office of the High  Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), it has expanded 

the scope of its work to address the protection needs of IDPs as well as best able. UNHCR 

encounters difficulties when helping IDPs, who remain under the authority of their state, 

which is why, despite their best efforts, often refugees are the beneficiaries of 
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UNHCR’s efforts. The involvement of UNHCR in Syria has been the agency’s largest 

operation yet. The Syrian refugee crisis has grave implications in the region, since most of 

the three million people who have crossed Syria’s borders are now dispersed throughout 

neighboring countries. The situation has become a particular burden for the five main host 

countries, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey, as hosting Syrian refugees has 

overstretched their infrastructures and budgets. The living conditions of Syrian refugees are 

often poor, as 16% of them live in camps, while the remaining 84% live primarily in urban 

areas, where they are more vulnerable to arrest, exploitation and do not have access to or 

resources for food and housing.  

B. Events During the Timeline of the Crisis 

 There were several long-term reasons that fuelled the Syrian conflict, such as political 

repression, drought and economic problems, high level of corruption, state violence and strict 

censorship. Under the influence of the events of Arab Spring, in March 2011, pro-democratic 

protests broke out in Syria, after some students, who painted revolutionary slogans on a 

school wall were arrested and tortured. These protestors were calling for the resignation of 

the current president Bashar al-Assad. Security forces fired at the protesting crowd killing 

many people, which sparked violence among the demonstrators, escalating in civil war. By 

July 2011 the Free Syrian Army was formed. However, it is not only the rebels fighting 

President Assad's supporters. The rise of radical jihadist groups (Sunni majority against the 

president's Shia Alawite sect) drew the neighbouring states and world powers to interfere too. 

As the issue remains without a resolution, Syrians involved in the conflict claim that it has 

become more radicalized – Muslim jihadists and groups of fighters from Al Qaeda have been 

demanding a say in leading the resistance. ISIS has also invaded Syria with the aim 
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of establishing the Islamic state on its territory. Their violence and radical actions resulted in 

leading war with almost every faction of the Syrian Rebel Army. The most alarming is, 

however, that the weapons are used against civilians. Innocent men are killed or beheaded, 

while women are being kidnapped and raped. According to the UN activists the number of 

casualties of the conflict had reached 220 000 in May 2015. 

C. Migration in Neighbouring Countries 

Due to the Syrian crisis more than 4 million people were forced to flee their country and 

more than 7.6 million were internally displaced. 95% of Syrian refugees are located in the 

neighbouring states – Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey. Besides the fact that the demographics 

and economies of these countries have been altered, they are also struggling to provide basic 

food and shelter due to funding shortages. In Lebanon, for example, there are no official 

camps, so the refugees are forced to live in sub-standard shelter, such as garages and tents. In 

Turkey, high amount of child refugees have not received any education for the last years, 

therefore the European commission has allocated humanitarian funding in Turkey which now 

enables 7000 Syrian children proper education. Altogether, more than €4.2 billion have been 

mobilised to help displaced Syrians in their own country as well as to refugees and their host 

communities in the neighbouring countries. However, this gesture of solidarity did not solve 

the long-term problems of these countries, as the refugees are still living in extensive refugee 

camps, which is only a temporary shelter. 

D. Smugglers 

 Another problem has emerged from this conflict – dangerous, illegal smuggling of refugees 

to Europe. This is due to the very little possibilities for refugees to enter Europe legally. 

The refugees oftentimes risk their lives by putting their future into the hands of 
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profit-seeking criminals. Thousands die enrooted, the proof is the body of a three-year-old 

boy Alan Kurdi, whose body was washed ashore, others end up exploited and/or abused. 

Many European countries have been reintroducing their border controls in fear that refugees 

will pose a threat to their national security or economy. However, the complicated ways to 

legally enter European states have caused the rapid increase in illegal human smuggling. The 

business is flourishing, according to estimates, since the start of the Syrian crisis, the 

smugglers have earned over one billion dollars. This, however, does not only concern Syrian 

refugees, but migrants of other nationalities as well. Although the countries are more than 

willing to diminish this illegal activity, this cannot be done without the introduction of 

alternative measures. 

E. European Countries  

The people in the countries refusing refugees oftentimes fear the stereotype associated with 

terrorist being most often of Islamic religion. Moreover, they see them as potential economic 

competitors, occupying free job positions. They believe their taxes will be used to fund the 

new life of refugees – pay their living, food, language course, benefits, etc. The problem is, 

they cannot see these people as contributors to the European economy. In general, it can be 

said that the population of Europe is ageing. New population, of young families with many 

children would decrease the average age of the population. There would be more people of 

working age and a new wave of potential, in-the-future-actively-working people who would 

positively contribute to the economic progress. These young people would compensate for 

the older retired generation which is currently massively leaving the labour market. Many of 

the young people arriving in Europe are well-educated people with specialisation in certain 

fields. The ones that are not as educated are willing to take jobs for lower wages, 
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which too would be beneficial for the economy. These people should be viewed more as 

economic contributors than competitors. Some of the approaches of the European countries 

are not only an open violation of EU laws, but also a violation of basic human rights. 

Countries worldwide therefore need to get rid of their prejudices and mobilise themselves to 

reach a humane resolution. If not anything else, we have a moral obligation to help. Main 

pillars Europe is built on, such as freedom of movement, are now by being put into practice, 

shattered to pieces. 

F. International Actions That Have Been Taken 

Within the United Nations (UN) system, UNHCR is the lead agency responding to the Syrian 

refugee crisis. Originally present in Syria to monitor the arrival of Iraqi refugees in the 1990s, 

since 2012, UNHCR has taken on a leading role in assisting Syrian IDPs as well. Their 

operations in the field cover non-food items (NFIs), shelter, health, cash assistance, and 

protection among other forms of aid. UNHCR has been providing humanitarian aid to the 

Syrian refugees – cash for medicine and food, insulation for tents, thermal blankets and 

winter clothing. By helping the refugees, the Council is hoping for reducing the number of 

these desperate people falling prey to traffickers and smugglers. Thanks to the support of 

donors since January, shelter in camps was provided to more than 460 000 refugees, 1.8 

million received food aid and 500 000 children were enrolled in schools. In addition to the 

UN system and its agencies, international and national NGOs have played an important role 

in the Syrian refugee crisis. With an extensive grass-roots network and knowledge of local 

communities, they represent a considerable partner for UNHCR. Among these organizations, 

the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has unlocked a budget of $157 million 

in order to provide humanitarian assistance for both IDPs and Syrian Refugees. The 
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Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) focuses mostly on shelter, education, sanitation and 

hygiene. In 2013, the NRC constructed or rehabilitated 249 housing units and 91 classrooms, 

as well as 101 latrines and 200 water points. Other NGOs partnered with UNHCR to provide 

aid to refugees include Save the Children, Oxfam America, Relief International and the 

International Rescue Committee. However, The UN Security Council has so far failed to 

fulfil its function to maintain international peace and security and to protect the Syrian 

people. Although there have been attempts to reach a resolution in the Syrian conflict, they 

have been blocked by certain UN members. There was therefore no successful action of the 

UN in resolving this crisis so far. 

Proposed Solutions: In September 2015, EU ministers agreed to relocate 120 000 refugees 

from Italy, Greece and Hungary among 23 member states. This plan was approved, despite 

objections of Czech Republic, Romania and Slovakia. The agreement was built upon a 

previous voluntary quota system for member countries, which were called on to resettle 40 

000 refugees from Italy and Greece. Critics of this agreement argue, that free movement 

within the Schengen zone will nullify the effect of the national resettlement quotas. Experts 

also claim that more aid must be provided to the countries in the Middle East, as they bear the 

primary responsibility for Syrian refugees. Some policymakers, such as Donald Tusk, have 

called for the establishment of asylum centres in the Middle East and North Africa, to prevent 

the long and exhausting journeys to Europe and to decrease the amount of illegally smuggled 

refugees to Europe. However, the expected number of applicants at these centres could lead 

to further destabilisation of the fragile states. Some long-term solutions have been proposed, 

such as better protection in the affected regions, as to minimalize the need to flee the country. 

Also an increase in the offers to the refugees to permanently resettle in Europe, as only 

a small number of refugees from refugee camps are offered such an option each 
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year. 

G. Further Reading 

https://www.google.com.tr/url?

sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=16&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLD

A8QFjAPegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata2.unhcr.org%2Fen%2Fsituations%2Fsyria&usg=AOvVaw2

Mv8aMBxlgq7vksvuEVo3C 

https://www.google.com.tr/url?

sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=18&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLD

A8QFjARegQIBxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crisisgroup.org%2Feurope-central-asia%2Fwestern-

europemediterranean%2Fturkey%2F248-turkeys-syrian-refugees-defusing-metropolitan-

tensions&usg=AOvVaw1aAba54tFtyXFKY-tgV_jD 

https://www.google.com.tr/url?

sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA

8QFjACegQIBRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldvision.org%2Frefugees-news-stories%2Fsyrian-

refugee-crisis-facts&usg=AOvVaw3J28t2XLRiUhDxzo5Uq7R- 

https://www.google.com.tr/url?

sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=17&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLD

A8QFjAQegQIAhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aljazeera.com%2Findepth%2Finteractive%2F2015%2F07

%2Fsyria-refugee-crisis  

H. Questions to Be Addressed 

1. Should there be a quota system, or any other system that involves compulsory admission of 

migrants? 

 

2. Are the refugees more of economic contributors or economic competitors to the native 

population of the European countries? Why? 
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https://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=18&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA8QFjARegQIBxAB&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.crisisgroup.org%252Feurope-central-asia%252Fwestern-europemediterranean%252Fturkey%252F248-turkeys-syrian-refugees-defusing-metropolitan-tensions&usg=AOvVaw1aAba54tFtyXFKY-tgV_jD
https://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=18&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA8QFjARegQIBxAB&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.crisisgroup.org%252Feurope-central-asia%252Fwestern-europemediterranean%252Fturkey%252F248-turkeys-syrian-refugees-defusing-metropolitan-tensions&usg=AOvVaw1aAba54tFtyXFKY-tgV_jD
https://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA8QFjACegQIBRAB&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.worldvision.org%252Frefugees-news-stories%252Fsyrian-refugee-crisis-facts&usg=AOvVaw3J28t2XLRiUhDxzo5Uq7R-
https://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA8QFjACegQIBRAB&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.worldvision.org%252Frefugees-news-stories%252Fsyrian-refugee-crisis-facts&usg=AOvVaw3J28t2XLRiUhDxzo5Uq7R-
https://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA8QFjACegQIBRAB&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.worldvision.org%252Frefugees-news-stories%252Fsyrian-refugee-crisis-facts&usg=AOvVaw3J28t2XLRiUhDxzo5Uq7R-
https://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA8QFjACegQIBRAB&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.worldvision.org%252Frefugees-news-stories%252Fsyrian-refugee-crisis-facts&usg=AOvVaw3J28t2XLRiUhDxzo5Uq7R-
https://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=17&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA8QFjAQegQIAhAB&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.aljazeera.com%252Findepth%252Finteractive%252F2015%252F07%252Fsyria-refugee-crisis
https://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=17&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA8QFjAQegQIAhAB&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.aljazeera.com%252Findepth%252Finteractive%252F2015%252F07%252Fsyria-refugee-crisis
https://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=17&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgudCseniAhXEjqQKHShLDA8QFjAQegQIAhAB&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.aljazeera.com%252Findepth%252Finteractive%252F2015%252F07%252Fsyria-refugee-crisis
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3. How can UNHCR facilitate access to their services for urban refugees? 

VII. Under-Secretary-General’s Notes and Further Requests 

 I highly advise the Delegates chosen for UNHCR to comprehend this Study Guide in 

a progressive and fruitful manner so that there won’t be any misconceptions in anyone’s mind 

when it comes to an explanation which be made by me or a speech actualised by another 

delegate.  

Designated as the Under-Secretary-General responsible for UNHCR, 

 

        Umut Uğur Uysal 

       Under-Secretary-General   
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, 
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