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I.Letter From Secretary-General 

Esteemed Delegates, 
As the Secretary-General of this conference, I’m so honored to welcome you all to the very 
first session of ANTALYA FEN MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE which will be 
held from June 22 to 24, 2019 at Akdeniz University, Faculty of Literature. 

I’m Meryem Zülal Demirel and I’m a sophomore student at Antalya Science High 
School.Which is also known as Yusuf Ziya Öner Science High School. It’s my utmost 
pleasure to serve you as the Secretary-General of AFMUN19 

Our prior aim is to discover the hidden diplomat inside of you. We will provide this qualified 
experience with our absolute academic team that formed with the most competent and skilled 
MUNers and one of that skilled and experienced people is the Under Secretary-General of 
this committee who is Eylül Seneger. 

 In Historical Crisis Cabinet you will be debating upon one of the most known and important 
events in history which is War of the Roses. For me; this is one of the most enjoyable events 
in history to debate upon. We have 2 cabinets in this committee and each cabinet will present 
one house like York House and Lancaster House. 

 I’m sure you can’t preclude yourself from having fun in this committee. I would like to wish 
you luck from now and please do not hesitate to contact me in case you face any kind of 
problem.  

 I can’t wait to meet you in person. See you in June 22nd. 

contact me via: meryemzulaldmrl@gmail.com 

Meryem Zülal Demirel 
Secretary-General of AFMUN19 
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II.Letter from Under Secretary General, 

Prospective participants, 

As the Under Secretary-General of Historical Crisis Committee, I welcome you all to the 
very first session of Antalya Fen Model United Nations Conference 2019. First of all, my 
name is Eylül Seneger (Antalya Anatolian High School) and I am cordially honoured to be a 
part of the first annual session of AFMUN.  

In the first session of AFMUN, we will be writing the history of England from the most 
important turning point, War of the Roses.  

Throughout the history, as far as we can see, War of the Roses inspired and influenced many 
things. People, history, literature, art and etc. Brutally, the dynamics of this committee are the 
dynastic series of civilian war in England. In this respect, I highly recommend all the 
delegates to read this Study Guide and make further researches regarding to their character. 
Crisis Committees requires an extensive and careful research in order to be able to 
comprehend the underlying reasons bringing them out and come out with constructive action 
plans. 

Lastly, I would like to thank our Secretary General Mrs Meryem Zülal Demirel for assigning 
me this position and for all. In addition, I would like to thank our Head of Crisis Mr. Bora 
Bulan and his team for their great preliminary researches. For his great efforts on the 
preparation of this guide, I feel all gratitude for my respected Academic Assistant Mr. Uğur 
Öner. It is my utmost pleasure to feel the academic atmosphere and a great experience 
ensured by the organization team--the great people who were at the backstage and working 
day-off for making this conference unforgettable.  

I look forward to meet you all in Antalya Fen Model United Nations Conference in Antalya 
during the designated dates. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me 
through seneger141@gmail.com. 

Cordially yours, 

Eylül SENEGER 

Under Secretary General of Historical Crisis Committee: War of the Roses 
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III.INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE 

War of the Roses will operate as Crisis Cabinets consisting the two Houses; York and 
Lancaster. 

The committee will begin in May of 1455, in the weeks leading up to the First Battle of St. 
Albans. Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York has recently stepped down from his position as 
the Lord Protector, which he maintained for ten months while King Henry VI struggled to 
overcome a bout of mental illness. The members of the House of Plantagenet have gathered 
in the Great Hall of Bamburgh Castle for a banquet celebrating the restored health of Henry 
VI. The honoured guests converse among themselves. The atmosphere is tense, but the 
Lancasters and Yorkists have yet to declare their allegiances. This uneasy peace will not hold 
for long, however, and when turmoil breaks out surrounding the line of succession, both 
Houses must plan their next moves to decide the fate of Albion. 

!  

 



IV.BACKGROUND OF THE ISSUE 

The Wars of the Roses might never have happened if not for the tenuous state of English 
politics in the 1450s. The realm was still rolling from its recent defeat in the last phase of the 
Hundred Years’ War with France, which had weakened royal coffers, shattered the nobility 
and sent groups of unemployed soldiers flooding into the countryside. The sorry state of 
affairs was compounded by the weak and witless reign of the Lancasterian King Henry VI, 
who suffered from a mental illness that often rendered him nearly catatonic. Richard, Duke of 
York was made protector of the realm during one of Henry VI’s spells and was reluctant to 
step down even after the King had recovered. The conniving and managing for power that 
followed eventually led to 1455’s First Battle of St. Albans, the first armed confrontation 
between York and Lancaster-aligned armies. 

After the First Battle of St. Albans, the political situation of England was on a shaky ground. 
The role that the delegates play will be directing history according to the updates. 

REASONS THAT TRIGGERED WARS OF THE ROSES: 
● EFFECTS OF THE HUNDRED YEARS' WAR  (THE FRENCH WARS) 
● FINANCIAL PROBLEMS AND SOCIETAL CHANGES 
● DYNASTIC PROBLEM 

#  
 



A.Foreign Powers 

 Having just lost the Hundred Years’ War, England is now embroiled in the civil war 
between the Houses of Lancaster and York. Yet it is important to remember that the rest of 
Europe, especially France, is keenly watching this conflict. Calais remains in English hands, 
the last part of England’s once extensive territories in France. To the north, the Kingdom of 
Scotland, having ensured its independence from England over a century before, looks at 
neglected English lands with interest. The Duchy of Burgundy remains strong supporters of 
the Yorkists. Mercenaries throughout the whole of Europe are looking for the opportunity to 
amass loot and plunder from the conflict.  
  
B.Public Dissent 

The costs and burdens of over a century of warfare with France was particularly 
damaging to the livelihood of the commoners in England. While the landed nobility held the 
most power in medieval English society, there are times when commoners rose up in open 
rebellion due to economic struggles, dissatisfaction with the King and his administration, and 
other such grievances. In 1450, a commoner named Jack Cade led a popular revolt from Kent 
and marched on London, citing corruption and abuses of power by the King’s top advisers. 
After entering London, violence from the rebels compelled Londoners to push the rebels out, 
after which they were hunted and arrested by royal forces until a royal pardon was granted, 
effectively ending the rebellion. The incident exposed the weaknesses of the Lancastrian 
administration and strengthened the resolve of the Yorkists to resort to military force five 
years 
later.  
  

 



C.The Feudal System 
  
While increased trade with continental Europe and the Black Death has seen the rise of a 
middle class and the growing influence of town and cities in England, the dominant segment 
of society lies with the landed nobility. These aristocrats have sworn oaths of vassalage and 
promised to provide military levies to the King of England in exchange for a feudal domain. 
Nobles ranged from knights, who generally owned small manors and their surrounding lands, 
to the powerful earls and dukes, who could own large segments of the country and have their 
own vassals.  In this type of system, each noble generally trained, equipped, and commanded 
his own troops in battle. The loyalty of the nobility was therefore critical in deciding the 
outcome of power struggles and armed conflicts. Some lords took their feudal oaths very 
seriously and loyally answered the calls of their liege. Other lords were less committed and 
some frequently changed sides in conflicts, bringing with them their lands and soldiers to 
opposing factions. These shifts in allegiance are critical in deciding the outcome of a conflict. 
As you begin to fight the Wars of the Roses, it will be important to keep in mind where your 
loyalties and interests lie.  Furthermore, the most powerful nobles, including the King, have 
the power to create titles of peerage and dispense lands to lesser nobles in exchange for 
fealty. Similarly, Parliament can, at the behest of the King and his closest advisers, issue acts 
of attainder, which strip nobles of their titles and lands.   

 



D.Houses 

 a.House Of York 

#  
To mention, Richard Plantagenet was denied a position in government by the advisers of the 
weak Henry VI, particularly John Beaufort, 1st Duke of Somerset, and the queen consort, 
Margaret of Anjou. Although he served as Protector of the Realm during Henry VI's period of 
incapacity in 1453–54, his reforms were reversed by Somerset's party once the king had 
recovered. The Wars of the Roses began the following year, with the First Battle of St Albans. 
Initially, Richard aimed only to purge his Lancastrian political opponents from positions of 
influence over the king. It was not until October 1460 that he claimed the throne for the 
House of York. In that year the Yorkists had captured the king at the battle of Northampton, 
but victory was short-lived. Richard and his second son Edmund were killed at the battle of 
Wakefield on 30 December. Richard's claim to the throne was inherited by his son Edward. 
With the support of Richard Neville, 16th Earl of Warwick ("The Kingmaker"), Edward, 
already showing great promise as a leader of men, defeated the Lancastrians in a succession 
of battles. While Henry VI and Margaret of Anjou were campaigning in the north, Warwick 
gained control of the capital and had Edward declared king in London in 1461. Edward 
strengthened his claim with a decisive victory at the Battle of Towton in the same year, in the 
course of which the Lancastrian army was virtually wiped out. 

 



b.House Of Lancaster 

#  

The Hundred Years' War caused political division between the Lancastrians and the other 
Plantagenets during the minority of Henry VI: Bedford wanted to maintain the majority of 
the Lancastrian's French possessions; Humphrey of Lancaster, 1st Duke of Gloucester wanted 
to hold only Calais; and Cardinal Beaufort desired a negotiated peace. Gloucester's attacks on 
Beaufort forced the latter from public life but brought him little advantage as the earl of 
Suffolk's influence over the king enabled him to direct policy for the rest of the decade. 
Gloucester remained heir presumptive but in 1441 his ambitious wife, Eleanor Cobham, 
consulted astrologers on the likelihood of the king's death and was arrested for treasonable 
necromancy—although Gloucester was not implicated he was discredited forced into 
retirement. In 1447 Suffolk had him arrested and within days he died in prison. 
  
England's ally Philip III, Duke of Burgundy defected to Charles, when the English 
ambassadors' refusal to renounce the claim to the French crown stalled negotiations, signing 
the Treaty of Arras (1435). The French reorganised the superior numbers of their feudal 
levies into a modern professional army and retook Paris, Rouen, Bordeaux and Normandy. 
Victories at the Battle of Formigny in 1450 and the Battle of Castillon in 1453 brought the 
war to an end with the House of Lancaster losing forever all its French holdings, except 
Calais and the Channel Islands. 
 



Henry VI proved to be a weak king and vulnerable to the over-mighty subjects who 
developed private armies of retainers. Rivalries often spilled over from the courtroom into 
armed confrontations, such as the Percy–Neville feud.[51] Without the common purpose of 
the war in France, Henry's cousin Richard of York, 3rd Duke of York, and Richard Neville, 
16th Earl of Warwick, used their networks to defy the crown. Henry became the focus of 
discontent as the population, agricultural production, prices, the wool trade and credit 
declined in the Great Slump. This led to radical demands from the lower classes. In 1450, 
Jack Cade raised a rebellion to force Henry to address the economic problems or abdicate his 
throne. The uprising was suppressed but conflict remained between villagers, gentry and 
aristocracy. Society remained deeply unsettled and radical demands continued to be 
suppressed such as those from the yeoman brothers John and William Merfold. 

Henry's marriage to Margaret of Anjou prompted criticism from Richard Plantagenet, Duke 
of York, because it included the surrender of Maine and an extended truce with France. York 
was Henry's cousin through his descent from Edward III sons Lionel of Antwerp, 1st Duke of 
Clarence, and Edmund, Duke of York. This gave York political influence but he was removed 
from English and French politics through his appointment as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

 On returning to England, York was conscious of the fate of Henry's uncle Humphrey at the 
hands of the Beauforts and suspicious that Henry intended to nominate Edmund Beaufort, 
2nd Duke of Somerset, as heir presumptive, and recruited military forces. Armed conflict was 
avoided because York lacked aristocratic support and was forced to swear allegiance to 
Henry.  

However, when Henry later underwent a mental breakdown, York was named regent. Henry 
was trusting and not a man of war, but Margaret was more assertive and showed open enmity 
towards York—particularly after the birth of a male heir that resolved the succession question 
and assured her position. 

 



V.MAIN CHARACTERS 

House of York 

1.Richard Plantagenet, 3rd Duke of York  
SONS: Edmund Plantagenet, George Plantagenet 

#  

2. Cecily Neville, Duchess of York 

#  



3. Richard Neville, 16th Earl of Warwick 
Father of Edward IV and Richard III, he began the war by defeating the Lancastrians and 
putting Henry VI in jail. He served as Lord Protector. 

#  

4. Edward Plantagenet, Earl of March 

#  

 



5.  John de la Pole, 2nd Duke of Suffolk  

#  

7. John Neville, 1st Lord Montague 
8. John de Mowbray, 3rd Duke of Norfolk 
SON: John de Mowbray  
9. Sir William Oldhall 
10. Henry Bourchier, 1st Viscount Bourchier  
11. Sir William Herbert, 1st Baron Herbert  
12. Sir William Hastings, 1st Baron Hastings  
13. Sir John Howard  
14. Thomas Clifford, 8th Baron Clifford    
SONS: John Clifford, Roger Clifford, Robert Clifford, Thomas Clifford  
15. George Neville, 1st Baron Latimer  
16. Edward Neville, 3rd Baron Bergavenny  
17. Sir John Fastolf 18. Edward Brooke, 6th Baron Cobham  
19. William Fitzalan, 9th Earl of Arundel  
20. Sir Robert Ogle, 1st Baron Ogle  
21. William Bonville, 1st Baron Bonville  
22. Sir Walter Blount, 1st Baron Mountjoy 
 23. Henry le Scrope, 4th Baron Scrope of Bolton SON: John le Scrope  
24. Sir Walter Devereux  
25. Sir Andrew Trollope  
26. Sir John Say  



House of Lancaster 

1. Margaret of Anjou, Queen of England  
Wife of Henry VI, she took control of the country and led the fight against Henry's enemies. 

#  

2. Edward of Westminster, Prince of Wales 
The first York to become king, Edward IV was king for much of the war from 1461 to 1470 
and 1471 to 1483. 

#  

 



3. Edmund Beaufort, 2nd Duke of Somerset    
SONS: Henry Beaufort, Edmund Beaufort  

#  

 



4. Henry Holland, 3rd Duke of Exeter  

#  
5. Henry Percy, 2nd Earl of Northumberland  

#  

SONS: Henry Percy, Ralph Percy, William Percy (Bishop of Carlisle)   

 



6. Thomas Percy, 1st Baron Egremont  
7. Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury  
8. Sir Owen Tudor  
SON: Jasper Tudor  
9. Edmund Tudor, 1st Earl of Richmond  
10. Humphrey Stafford, 1st Duke of Buckingham  
SONS: Humphrey Stafford, Henry Stafford, Edward Stafford, George Stafford, William 
Stafford, John Stafford  
11. John Talbot, 2nd Earl of Shrewsbury    
SONS: John Talbot, Gilbert Talbot, Christopher Talbot, George Talbot  
12. James Butler, 5th Earl of Ormond, 1st Earl of Wiltshire  
BROTHER: John Butler  
13. Thomas de Courtenay, 5th Earl of Devon    
SONS: Thomas Courtenay, Henry Courtenay, John Courtenay  
14. John Wenlock, 1st Baron Wenlock  
15. James Tuchet, 5th Baron Audley    
SONS: John Tuchet, Humphrey Tuchet, Thomas Tuchet, Edmund Audley  
16. John Sutton, 1st Baron Dudley    
SONS: Edmund Sutton, John Sutton Dudley, William Dudley, Oliver Dudley   
17. Ralph Neville, 2nd Earl of Westmoreland SON: John Neville 18. John Tiptoft, 1st Earl of 
Worcester  
19. John de Vere, 12th Earl of Oxford  
SONS: Aubrey Vere, John de Vere, George Vere, Richard Vere, Thomas Vere  
20. Sir Edmund Grey  
21. John Beaumont, 1st Viscount Beaumont  
22. Richard Woodville, 1st Earl Rivers 
 23. Thomas de Scales, 7th Baron Scales  
24. Sir William Neville, 6th Baron Fauconberg  
25. Lionel de Welles, 6th Baron Welles  
26. Thomas de Ros, 9th Baron de Ros 
  
  

 



HOUSE OF TUDORS 

Heir to the Throne 
Henry Tudor  

#  



VI.WARS 

First Period of War 

  I. St. The Battle of St. Albans (May 22, 1455) resulted in the triumph of the House of York 
and a 4-year ceasefire agreement was signed with the House of Lancaster. The war started 
again in 1459. The York supporters, who took over the rule, broke up as a result of a small 
collision on the Ludford Bridge (12 October 1459). The Earl of Warwick, Neville, went to 
France to bring together the supporters of York and returned to England (June 1460). On July 
10, 1460, the supporters of York attempted to seize the throne after the Northampton 
Collision, in which Lancaster defeated the supporters. After Henry's death, he agreed to take 
over the Duke of York. However, Margaret de Anjou, who attempted to put her son on the 
throne, gathered her forces in the north of England and, in a surprise raid with Lancaster 
supporters, killed Duke of York Richard in December 1460. Then the pro-Lancaster, 
advancing towards the south of England, II. St. In the Battle of the St Albans (February 17, 
1461), they defeated the Earl of Warwick, Neville. Meanwhile, Edward, the eldest son and 
heir to the Duke of York, defeated a pro-Lancaster unit at Mortimer's Cross (February 2) and 
began to move towards London. Edward arrived in London before Margaret de Anjou on 
February 26th. Edward declared himself king. The count of Neville, Warwick, then convened 
his troops and defeated Margaret de Anjou in Towton, winning the bloodiest battle of the war 
(March 29, 1461). Henry and Margaret de Anjou fled to Scotland with their son, Prince 
Edward. Edward secured his kingdom. The count of Warwick is Neville and IV. Edward's 
break broke down soon. In 1469, the war began again. His brother Clarence, the duke of 
George, and the Earl of Warwick, rebelled against the king, provoked the riots. In July 1469, 
they defeated Edward's followers at Edgecote, near Banbury, and imprisoned Edward. 
Edward regained power in 1470, and the Earl of Warwick fled to France, the Duke of 
Clarence. The Earl of Warwick and the Duke of Clarence, Edward's enemies, the former King 
VI of the Lancaster dynasty. Henry and Margaret formed an alliance with Anjou and returned 
to England in late 1470 to depose Edward. VI. Henry, who fled to the Netherlands with his 
followers Edward's action in March 1471 with the help of the Burgons returned to England 
took action. However,after the Earl of Warwick, Neville became ineffective against Edward, 
Edward regained the loyalty of his brother, the Duke of Clarence, and defeated Warwick in 
the Barnet Battle on 14 April 1471. Returning to England on the same day, Margaret de 
Anjou's forces were defeated at the Tewkesbury Collision (May 4, 1471) and captured her; 
He also killed Edward, the sons of Margaret and Henry. Shortly after, VI. Henry was 
executed at the Tower of London (21 May 1471). The first period of the Battle of the Roses 
was over. 

  

  



Second Period of War 

VI. After the execution of Henry, the pro-Lancaster fled to France and began to support 
Henry Tudor (1457-1509) from the Tudor dynasty (1457-1509), who was related to the 
Lancaster dynasty, since there were no male members in the Lancaster dynasty. Meanwhile, 
King IV. Edward died (9 April 1483). His uncle Richard, who assumed the regency of 
Edward's 13-year-old son Edward V (1470-1483?), Took him down from the throne the same 
year. Richard declared himself king and closed his nephews Edward and Richard to the 
Tower of London (NOTE: The fate of Edward and his brother Richard was not known after 
this incident. There are allegations that Richard III had his nephews killed in the tower. It is 
believed that the bones in the Tower belong to Edward and his brother. Some of the York 
supporters, who fell for Richard, went on a path of cooperation with Henry Tudor. Henry 
Tudor landed in Wales in 1485, III. He defeated Richard on 22 August 1485 in the Bosworth 
Field Strike. 
  
Henry Tudor, the supporters of York to support him IV. He promised to marry Edward's 
daughter, Elizabeth of York (1466-1503). So he hoped to unite York and the Tudor dynasty 
under one roof. Henry and Elizabeth married on January 18, 1486. However, a few pro-
Yorkists who wanted to return to the old times rebelled in 1487, supporting Lambert Simnell 
(1477-1525), who claimed to be the son of George, the duke of Clarence. The rebels were 
defeated at the Stoke Battle on June 16, 1487. 

 



VII.THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OTHER COUNTRIES AND 
ENGLAND 

FRANCE 

The English had just suffered their final defeat in the Hundred Years’ War. Maine was 
surrendered in 1448, Normandy was lost in 1450, and lastly Bordeaux in 1453. Nearly a 
hundred years and five generations' of war between France and England preceded the War of 
the Roses’ main cause; the hunger.  Brutally, the French War shows that England was 
dominated by France.  

GERMANY 

The relations between England and Germany was mostly denominational. After the Anglican 
Church, the relations had disengagement. 

OTTOMAN EMPIRE 

The 100 Years’ War and the bad relations between European Countries has many positive 
impacts for Ottoman since 2 years before the War of the Roses, Istanbul was conquered by 
Mehmet the Conqueror.  

 

http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/100years.htm


VIII.TIMELINE 

1455 - The Wars of the Roses begins with the Battle of First St. Albans on May 22, 
1455. At this battle, Richard of York defeated the army of Henry VI. Richard put 
Henry VI in prison and become the "Lord Protector" of England. 

1460 - The Lancastrians win a major victory at the Battle of Wakefield on December 
30, 1460. Richard of York is executed. 

1461 - Richard of York's son, Edward IV, defeats the Lancastrians at the Battle of 
Towton. Edward IV is declared as the king of England. Queen Margaret leaves to 
France. 

1470 - The Earl of Warwick and Queen Margaret forge an alliance. They return to 
England and replace Henry VI to the throne. 

1471 - Edward IV gathers a new army and once again defeats the Lancastrians at the 
Battles of Tewksbury and Barnet. He sends Henry VI to the Tower of London where 
Henry VI dies in April of 1471. 

1483 - Edward IV dies and his twelve-year-old son, Edward V, becomes king. 
However, his uncle, Richard III, has him sent to the Tower of London where he 
withdraws from public view. Richard III becomes heir to the throne. 

1485 - Henry Tudor defeats Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth on August 22, 1485. 
Richard III is executed and Henry is declared king. 

1487 - The House of Tudor, Led by Henry VII, defeats the House of York at the Battle 
of Stoke Field. This brings the Wars of the Roses to an end.  

 



IX.IMPORTANT NOTES 

Family Tree 
 

#  



Map of England 

 

!  



Last Message from Under Secretary-General 

LONG LIVE THE TUDORS! 
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